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The Montebello Unified School District’s SS/HS Initiative is part of the national Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative (SS/HS), an unprecedented approach to improve conditions for learning by creating safer schools for America’s youth, free from violence and substance use. SS/HS has been helping communities for nearly 12 years, and MUSD is one of 365 select communities currently taking part in this proven-to-work effort.








SAFE SCHOOLS/HEALTHY STUDENTS WORKS!


Data show that schools and students are safer with the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative (SS/HS). Since 1999, communities like MUSD have seen reductions in youth violence and substance use because of this one-of-a-kind program.  The evaluation of SS/HS communities across the country found that as the result of their local initiatives:


Fewer students reported witnessing and experiencing violence.


Teachers and students reported feeling safer in school. 


School staff saw improvements in their school’s safety. 


More than 90 percent of school staff said they saw fewer violent incidents at school. 


Nearly 80 percent of school staff said their communities were less violent and that fewer students were using drugs and alcohol.  














“No school can be a great school until it is a safe school.”





– Arne Duncan Secretary,


 U.S. Dept. of Education








The Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative:  A Legacy of Success


Improving Schools.Building Communities.Changing Lives.





HOW OUR COMMUNITY HAS IMPROVED 


Just like this promising national study, MUSD also has seen great successes because of our local SS/HS Initiative:


Decreased the number of students missing one or more days of school because they felt unsafe at school or on their way to and from school by 14.76%


Decreased the percentage of students who report being involved in a physical fight on school property by 23.4%


Decreased the percentage of students who report that another student at school has bullied them by hitting, punching, kicking, or pushing them by 16.67%


Decreased the percentage of students who report being afraid of being beaten up on school property during the past 12 months by 12.31%


Increased the percentage of students who report a high level of school protective factors (caring relationships, high expectations, and meaningful participation) by 5%


Decreased the percentage of students who report current alcohol use by 7.05%


Decreased the percentage of students who report current marijuana use by 8%


Increased the number of students receiving school-based mental health services by 24%


Provided a total of 8,911 hours of mental health services to students during the 2010-11 school year














The Montebello Unified School District’s SS/HS Initiative has significantly decreased truancy within our district, while truancy in Los Angeles County and throughout the state of California has increased.


 





Truancy Rates





�








MUSD has significantly decreased truancy within our district by 18% (2011 compared to 2010).















































How to get involved 


Your support can help ensure that this important work continues.  Contact Dora at the address below for additional information.









































The Safe schools/healthy students difference


Because of SS/HS, schools and communities became safer and fewer students were exposed to violence. Part of this success is the required collaboration built into each grant program. School districts must form strong partnerships with their local mental health, juvenile justice, and law enforcement agencies. This approach fosters unprecedented local collaboration that enables true positive change, allowing communities to do more with fewer resources. 


Here in Montebello Unified School District our partners include:


MUSD School Police Department


Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health


Los Angeles County Department of Probation


Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services


Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office





Together, we have broken down silos and used data to make decisions about what our community needs. We’ve implemented programs and services to meet those needs so that our children can learn and develop in a safer and healthier environment.





We’ve MADE GREAT PROGRESS AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO!


The 2011-2012 school year marks the beginning of our fourth year of this 5-year grant project.  We can’t wait to share the results of our program as we continue to create systemic change in our schools to prepare our students as life-long learners to succeed academically, intellectually, socially, emotionally, and culturally.


ABOUT SS/HS 


Montebello Unified School District is part of the Federal Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative (SS/HS), a unique collaboration between the U.S. Departments of Education, Health and Human Services, and Justice. Safe Schools/Healthy Students addresses rising concerns about youth violence, substance abuse, school safety, and the mental and emotional health of students through grants to local community partnerships throughout the country. Grantees and their partners focus on five key areas: safe school environments and violence prevention; alcohol, tobacco, and other drug prevention; school and community mental health services; early childhood social and emotional learning programs; and student behavioral, social, and emotional supports.








For questions and additional information contact Michael Cobarrubias, SS/HS Project Director at mike_cobarrubias@montebello.k12.ca.us

